
THE TRAILPIKE TRILOGY
“There’s a physical landscape you run through, 

but there’s an emotional landscape that runs through you.”

What?

A linked series of 3 short films recognising 
the 3 running legends who have given their 
names to iconic running challenges in the 

Lake District:

• The Bob Graham Round
• The Joss Naylor Lakeland Challenge
• The Gerry Charnley Round

The films aim to mark the contribution of 
these legends of the fell running scene, 
whilst giving viewers an immersive 
experience of what it’s like to be part these 
challenges.

GEOFF COX
far right

Who?
Poet and Fell Runner Geoff Cox has teamed up with film-makers 
from “No Routes Found Collective” to create three distinctly different 
short films aimed at the burgeoning outdoor film-festival audience.

Geoff is a Lake District resident who has been part of the fell running 
scene for many years. He decided to mark his 60th birthday year by 
running all three of these long-distance Lakeland test pieces, record-
ing the experiences through his highly evocative poetry.

The team at No Routes Found are ideally suited to this project, being 
native to the English Lake District and having a wealth of experience 
in adventure and documentary film.

No Routes Found 2015 Showreel: https://vimeo.com/131990955
Beneath the Surface: https://vimeo.com/112822699

www.noroutesfound.com



The Rounds

The Joss Naylor Lakeland Challenge is 
a test piece thrown down by living-leg-
end Joss Naylor as a way for older run-
ners to measure themselves against the 
Lakeland Fells. Depending on their age, 
runners over 50 can try to win a covet-
ed tankard by covering the 48 miles and 
17,000 feet of ascent in an allowed time 
between 12 and 24 hours. The run fin-
ishes at Greendale Bridge in Wasdale, 
next to Joss’s home, and the great man 
himself tries to welcome runners home 
with sage words and a warm handshake. 

The Bob Graham Round is recognised 
around the world as one of the great 
mountain running challenges. At 66 
miles and 27,000 feet of ascent, tak-
ing in 42 of the highest Lakeland sum-
mits, this feat of endurance stands as 
an enduring memorial to Keswick ho-
telier Bob Graham who made the first 
passage in 1932. Since then fewer that 
2000 people have managed to emulate 
his feat, despite many, many more mak-
ing the attempt. 

The Gerry Charnley Round is the least 
known of these three great runs. Estab-
lished as a navigational challenge that 
stretches to around 41 miles and 12,000 
feet of ascent, this outing is a tribute to 
a man who brought the concept of the 
Mountain Marathon to the UK, and did 
much to establish the popularity of ori-
enteering here. The key to the Round 
is locating, and visiting, the Charnley 
Memorial Cairn high on a shoulder of 
Esk Pike, but this is just one of the nav-
igational challenges that mark this as 
something more than just a long run in 
the Lake District.

THE FILMS
A Shepherd’s Hand

(Joss Naylor Lakeland Challenge)

Twenty three and a quarter, Clockwise
(Bob Graham Round)

Like Water Flows
(Gerry Charnley Round)

The Poems

Each of these Rounds is a labour of love - the preparation, route familiarisation, arranging support on the hill and 
at road crossings, picking the right equipment and nutrition, getting your head and your body into the right place 
to run over rough fells for up to 24 hours. All of this needs dedication and sacrifice, and this price will only be 
worthwhile for those with deep emotional bonds to the Lake District and the mountain running community. 

These are poems that celebrate these bonds, and pay tribute to the three men who gave such a potent focus for 
the energies of the hundreds of people who come to the Lake District every year to measure themselves against 
these great runs, only one in every three will succeed.



The target audience

Our primary audience is the vast numbers of outdoor activists who attend UK Outdoor Film Festivals. With 
that in mind we would be submitting each of the films to the following festivals and more:

Our Proposition

We estimate that the cost of making the three short films is going to be around £15,000. We’re looking for a 
single sponsor who could make this kind of investment in return for headline recognition. The films could be 
phased in their production, allowing for a sponsor to invest an initial amount of £5000 to allow the first film 
to be made in 2016, with an option to invest in the next film(s) based on the perceived success of the first. 
This phasing could spread the investment over a 2 or 3 year period.

Our intention is to prioritise the Joss Naylor Lakeland Challenge as the first film in 2016, taking advantage of 
the media attention that is generated by Joss celebrating his 80th birthday this year. The concept for this film 
is something really quite different, it’s not your traditional running film. The emphasis will be on the emo-
tional landscape, using abstract imagery and a rich soundscape to immerse the audience in the experience of 
endurance running. The intention is to place the viewer not only in the shoes of the runner, but in their mind 
as well.

Interested? Let’s talk!

We’d be very happy to take these ideas forward and engage with you about how we could work together.

Please feel free to make contact by mail or phone:

Richard Berry | Director Producer | www.noroutesfound.com | richard@noroutesfound.com | 07495 582 562


